Press information

Make Parking Violation Fines More Expensive,
Sir Minister of Transportation! Petition launched

Berlin, 24.11.2014. On Nov. 28th the Bundesrat (Federal Council of
Germany) will make a landmark decision regarding raising the fines
for taking a free ride on the public transport system. As well the
fines for parking in the bike lane and on the sidewalks shall be
increased to 80€, for double parking to 100€ and for illegal parking
in handicapped spaces to 130€. The goal of the petition campaign
started today is to influence the Minister of Transportation to bring
that to legislation. Here is the petition text:

Correct your Monetary Fine Catalog Mr. Dobrindt to assure that considerate
behavior, safety and environmentally friendly mobility on the road are
standard measures. Make fines for three parking violations more expensive!

Increase these fines for violation of parking regulations on the European
Union level. Germany is at the bottom of the league and 75% below the
European average. No other country invites more to such inconsideration!

Take advantage of the opportunity: Don't just make taking a free ride on
the public transportation system more expensive*: Increase the fines for
parking in the bike lane and on the sidewalks to 80 €, for double parking to
100€ and for illegal parking in handicapped spaces to 130€.

Introduce the deduction of one demerit point from the drivers’ licenses of
notorious parking violators to be recorded by the Department of
Transportation Office in Flensburg. Parking violations endanger und impede
others. They should not remain a trivial offense!

For a better and safer partnership on our roads:
Sir Minister, Adjust your Monetary Fine Catalog Regulations now! (#BKatV)
Rationale

Illegal parking is on the rise. The regulatory agencies and the police do too
little. Parking violators ensure that kids, strollers and wheel chairs have to
sidestep cars illegally parked on the sidewalks and divert to the street and
back again. They block intersections and hinder trash collection, the fire
department and ambulances. They obstruct bus stops and cause delays.
Double parkers produce dangerous situations and traffic jams that force
bike riders as well as bus and car drivers to make dangerous swerving
maneuvers.

Parking illegally and the occasion ticket for 20 € are for many far more
attractive than paying for a ticket to park and behaving as a responsible
citizen. If a parking violator in Germany is only caught an average of 1.5
times a year, parking violation charges translate to an average cost of 15
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cents per workday. This stands in no relation to the amount of 1,20 € paid
for an hour parking ticket or to the price of 2,40 € for a single bus or train
fare.

The few stubborn and inconsiderate parking violators unproportionally
hinder and jeopardize the mobility of the majority. Now, the majority is
calling clearly for more vigorous action against parking violators.

On the 28th of November, 2014, the Bundesrat (Federal Council of
Germany) will make a landmark decision regarding raising the fines for
taking a free ride on public transportation from 40 € to 60 €. In August
2014, a Federal State Work Group began reviewing the Monetary Fine
Catalog Regulations (BKatV) in confidential circles.

With our Petition, we want to win these ladies and gentlemen on our side
and convince them to bring increasing parking fines to legislation at the
European Union level. If changes in the Catalog are not made now, nothing
will happen anymore for many years to come!

Therefore, activate: Sign our Petition now!

Our detailed plea with all the facts, arguments and sources can be found
here: www.clevere-staedte.de/zuparken-teurer-machen.

We would be very grateful if you email this petition to your friends, relatives
and acquaintances or share it on your social networks. Tweet us at the
hashtag #BKatV.

120,000 signatures are a lot, but you can help so we do it! This will enable
us to provide for greater consideration and safety in traffic.

Therefore, activate: Spread the word.
Convince more women and men to sign.

The collected signatures together with our plea will be given to our Federal
Transport Minister Alexander Dobrindt. The signatures will be destroyed
thereafter.

Thank you for your support!
Yours,

Heinrich StroBenreuther
Initiative for Smarter Cities

Find the whole petition here (in German language):
www.openpetition.de/petition/online/machen-sie-das-zuparken-teurer-herr-verkehrsminister

Find all arguments, facts and figures in our plea:
www.clevere-staedte.de/zuparken-teurer-machen

First supporters from companies, science, and organizations:

Prof. Dr. Angelika Zahrnt, Ehrenvorsitzende, Bund fir Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland
e.V. (BUND); Autofrei leben e.V., Heiko Bruns, Vereinsvorsitzender; Behinderten-Sportverband
Berlin e.V., Stefan Schenck, Vize-Prasident, Berliner Kurier, Hans-Peter Buschheuer,
Chefredakteur; Best-Sabel-Hochschule, Prof. Dr. Ines Carstensen, Professur flir Nachhaltiges
Management und erweiterter Vorstand, Futouris e.V., Die Nachhaltigkeitsinitiative der dt.
Tourismuswirtschaft; BetterTaxi, Dr. Niels Beisinghoff, Geschaftsfliihrer; Bundesverband
Selbsthilfe Kérperbehinderter e.V., Peter Reichert, Pressesprecher; Doppelstern — Agentur flr
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digitale Zukunft GmbH, Peter Schink, Geschaftsfiihrer; Stefan Lieb, Bundesgeschaftsfiihrer,
Fachverband FuBverkehr FUSS e.V.; InnoZ Innovationszentrum flir Mobilitat und
gesellschaftlichen Wandel, Prof. Dr. Knie, Geschaftsfiihrer; Jérg Sommer, Vorsitzender des
Vorstandes, Deutsche Umweltstiftung; Metronom Eisenbahngesellschaft mbH, Jan Gérnemann,
Geschaftsfihrer; mundraub, Terra Concordia gUG Deutschland, Kai Gildhorn, Geschaftsfiihrer;
Naturtrip GmbH, Hermann WeiB, Geschaftsfihrer; Shippies GmbH, Dirk Busshart,
Geschaftsfihrer; Thomas Krautscheid, Leiter Verkehr, Vertrieb und Umwelt, quotas GmbH;
Velogista eG (i.Gr.), Martin SeiBler, Vorstand; Urban-e GmbH, Frank Miller, Geschaftsfihrer.

Uber die Initiative clevere Stidte: Mit App, Web und Crowd sowie Kampagnen, Probono-
Analysen und Studien setzen wir uns als Fahrrad-Aktivisten und politischer Think Tank fir
attraktive, lebenswertere und klimafreundliche Stédte ein. Die Initiative, rechtlich abgesichert
Uber die Agentur fiir clevere Stddte, hat ihren Sitz in Berlin, ist gemeinwohlorientiert, stellte
u.a. die Wegeheld-App gegen Falschparker im Mérz online (30.500 Downloads) und
verdffentlichte im August den Fldchengerechtigkeitsreport. Die Initiative wurde gegriindet von
Heinrich StréBenreuther, der seit 20 Jahren zu Verkehrs- und Nachhaltigkeits-fragen im
Bundestag, bei Greenpeace und der Bahn arbeitet und hauptberuflich als Interims-
Geschéftsfiihrer/Berater im 6ffentlichen Verkehr tétig ist.
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